GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS
We saw in discussing the Emperor Ferdinand
II that his failure was mainly due to the dis-
covery of a great military genius by Richelieu, the
hiring of that genius by Richelieu in the interests
of France, and the launching of him, also by
Richelieu, against the Catholic Emperor.
The name of this genius was Gustavus Adol-
phus, King of Sweden. But for his quite
exceptional talents in the art of war Ferdinand
would have succeeded in making all Germans
united under the Catholic Imperial Crown and
in making Catholicism permanently dominating,
in Europe. The astonishing victories of Gus-
tavus destroyed that opportunity, and Richelieu
his paymaster was principally responsible.
Gustavus Adolphus was the immediate descen-
dant of the man who had ousted the rightful
King of Sweden from his throne. The Royal
Family of Sweden was called Vasa. The Re-
formation in Sweden had followed the usual
lines; the great nobles or landowners of that
small country had looted the landed and other
wealth of the Church, just as they did in England.
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